Changes in Names, Numbers and Places of Meetings
Comment
When the lodge was constituted in January 1757 the identification of all lodges on the Roll of the Grand
Lodge of England was by a number only and the number 218 was given to this lodge.
However, the first meetings were held in the Marquis of Carnarvon Inn that was situated just off High
Street East, on the south side of the River Wear in the Port of Sunderland, England.
The locals knew the lodge as the Marquis of Carnarvon Lodge No 218 and it was perhaps just a
coincidence that the Warrant of the lodge was granted by the Marquis of Carnarvon (later to become the
Duke of Chandos) who was Grand Master at that time.
Whatever the living conditions were like when the lodge was constituted, they undoubtedly got very
bad, as time went on, due mainly to the rapid influx of migrant workers from Scotland and Ireland
attracted by the fast development of the township. The better to do moved further west, up the High
Street towards Sunniside etc. Almost 100 years later, Nelson Wake the Inspector appointed for
Sunderland under the 1848 Public Health Act would describe in graphic detail the innumerable open
sewers and cess pits in this area of the town and indeed further west.
This may well have had a marked effect on lodge attendance in those times and it is recorded that there
were insufficient members to hold a meeting on one occasion in 1845.
In Watson's handwritten pages below he traces how, why and when the lodge's name, number and
location were changed to adapt to its own and the combined circumstances of other lodges which were
later formed in the Port and Town of Sunderland up to the end of the 19th Century.
In 1830 the name of the lodge was changed to PALATINE LODGE and its number to 114 for reasons set
out below.
The Lodge’s number changed to No 97 in 1863 so that today, having celebrated its 250th Anniversary, it
is still proudly named; -

PALATINE LODGE No97

A magnification of 125% is suggested for the following pages.

Public houses, Inns and Hotels from 1757 to 1870
and then into the luxury of
PARK TERRACE TEMPLE
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