The Early Years of the Lodge
Meetings in the Marquis of Carnarvon Inn

The Original Warrant of Sea Captains’ Lodge
Granted by the Marquis of Carnarvon
14th January 1757

It is difficult to appreciate that this warrant, one of the first to be issued by the ‘Moderns’ and perhaps the oldest in existence, would be on display
in makeshift lodge rooms in the various Public Houses and Inns many of which were no more than common lodging houses.
This situation existed from 1757 to 1870 and yet the warrant is still be in use today, at every meeting, and remains in wonderful condition!
The first meetings of Sea Captains’ Lodge were held in the Marquis of Carnarvon Inn (in similar circumstances as
shown below), which was situated just off High Street East, on the south side of the River Wear in the Port of
Sunderland, England.
The locals knew the lodge as the Marquis of Carnarvon Lodge and it was perhaps just a coincidence that the Warrant of the lodge was granted by
the Marquis of Carnarvon (later to become the Duke of Chandos) who was Grand Master at that time.

W Bro John Thornhill,
Eminent Past Master of Phoenix Lodge
who consecrated Sea Captains’ Lodge.
(Reproduction of this painting by courtesy of the artist
Christopher O’Neill Walton)
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Low Street
A typical Sunderland quayside scene close to the main dock area.

Congested alleyway

The oldest written documents the lodge has in its possession, other than the Warrant, are contained in a Minutes/Cash Book where you may see
that the earliest page is dated 13th July 1762, just 5 years after the lodge was formed.
The names of the subscribers and the months of the year can be clearly seen. In particular you may see the name William Scollay who was the
first Master of this ancient lodge.

Minutes of July 1764 through to Feb 1765
(Catalogued No 1)

Entries 1762/1763
Bro William Scarth?

William Scollay was the first Master of the Lodge
From 1757 to 1764

Biss (WM 1765-1784)

356

357

Bro John Biss was initiated into Phoenix Lodge in 1763.
He joined this lodge on 5th July 1765 and was elected as Worshipful Master at the end of the same year.
This position he held for twenty years
Bro Biss had an adventurous career and also the reputation of being a most passionate man.
He is supposed to have been an offshoot from a noble family and began life as a Mathematical Instrument maker
BUT WHERE HE SPRANG FROM HE ALONE KNEW AND THE SECRET OF HIS BIRTH DIED WITH HIM.
He arrived in Sunderland in command of a Revenue Cutter and on his visits to the Copperas Works at Ford Hall he made the acquaintance of the
Inman Family

The Copperas Works at Ford Hall

He resigned his Government appointment, married the niece of Mr Robert Inman and became like his relative Bro R Inman (who joined this
lodge on 5th January 1766) a successful Coal fitter.
It is interesting to observe that both these worthy men, residing as neighbours, should be Masters of their respective Lodges, Phoenix and
Palatine, for at least ten years together.
Mr Inman, an ancestor of the Inman Line Company of Liverpool was connected with the Army. Soldiers quartered at Sunderland built Ford Hall.
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