Degrees once practiced in this Lodge
Harodim, Passage of the Bridge, Passing the Chair and other degrees which
have not been practised in this lodge for a great number of years.
Comment
The quotes below are taken from John Yarker’s “The Arcane Schools Part 6 of 7(Chapters X1)”
“At Sunderland Bro. Hudson (an Initiate of Palatine Lodge and ProvGSec of Durham Province) states that the
Harodim was conferred from the first establishment of the Phoenix Lodge, and that between 1755 and 1811 they
received 150 members. In 1787 R. Markham "Passed the Bridge," and a month later was made a Royal Arch Mason.
Bro. Logan has shown that Palatine Lodge, 97, had the Harodim. In each case members visited from neighbouring
towns.”
A minute of the Swalwell Lodge {439} reads as follows: "July 1st 1746. Enacted at a Grand Lodge held this evening
that no brother mason shall be admitted into the dignity of a Highrodiam under less than a charge of 2s. 6d.; or as
Domaskin or Forin as John Thomson of Gateside paid at the same night 5s. Memorandum: Highrodiam to pay for
making in that order only 1s. 6d." (8 names follow and 9th line closes) Paid 2s 6d. English, William Ogden. N.B. The
English Masters to pay for entering into the said Master-ship 2s. 6d., per Major
_______
“To sum up this chapter, it advances that prior to Grand Lodges there were Masters of Masters and duly Passed Masters
or Harods, who had controlling power over the ordinary Craftsmen, and that the chief Rites of the speculative system of
which there is evidence may be thus summarised: -1. The Guild Rite of four working and three official degrees -- Judaic.
2. The Craft and their ruling Harods in the Co. of Durham.
3. Three Craft degrees, and the Red and Rosy Cross, Judaic and Christian.
4. Ancient Masonry of the Moderns, three Craft, and the higher degrees of Holy Royal Arch,
Knight Templar, Priest.”
A magnification of 125/150% is suggested for the pages below.
4 pages extracted from Volume 1

This page chronicles instances of members joining the various degrees under consideration
just prior to the introduction of the new Book of Constitutions.
Bro Peter Gilkes of London is generously thanked for his zeal and kindness to Bro Hudson, SW
of the Lodge who had received instruction in the new mode of working from him.

Comment
On Page 115 above the observation is made that “Passing the Chair was evidently not the same as Harodim etc.”
and that these brethren were all Master Masons and obviously and importantly they had not occupied the Master’s Chair!!
Passing the Chair may have been a device to allow suitable MMs into the Royal Arch to build membership quickly in this popular and important
degree without having to wait lengthy periods before actually occupying the Master’s Chair of the lodge.

An echo from the past?
____

Further Research
A magnification of 150% is suggested for the pages below
From rough Minute/Account Book (earliest Lodge records)

June 28th1763 Bro Henderson paid £1-10-11d for Harodim.
This price to be compared to £0-16-od for Making and £0-2-6d for Passing and Raising.
Special Minutes 1791 to 1794

Bro Hutchinson raised into the Harodim

Bro Hutchinson raised into the Royal Arch Chapter!
____

