Landmarks in Freemasonry
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"From time immemorial Freemasons were a body of Operative workmen, actually engaged in the
construction of Public Edifices.

Their introduction into England dates from about 674 AD when Benedict Biscop brought from the
continent, to assist in the erection and decoration of the Monastery at Monkwearmouth; Painters,
Glaziers, Freemasons and Singers, and from that date many buildings were erected by men in
companies, who were called 'Free' because they were a liberty to work in any part of England".
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"Speculative Freemasonry as practiced "locally "is traceable to the establishing of an iron manse
- factory by Sir Ambrose Crowley of London, an enterprising genius, in the Low Street,
Sunderland, in 1682, but the site not answering expectations the Works were transferred together
with his Cyclopean Colony, to Swalwell in 1690.

During their sojourn in Sunderland,” Crowley's Crew", as his workmen were called, held their
lodges, which they removed to Swalwell and subsequently to Gateshead on Tyne, and which is
now known as the Industry Lodge, No 48, the oldest lodge in the Province".
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The Earl of Loughborough
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Ceremony of Laying Foundation Stone

for the new Freemasons' Hall
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The Arms of the Free Masons Society
Brother William Robson
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Frontispiece to Book of Constitutions
1723






