
 

The History of the First 150 Years 
Succession of Worshipful Masters 

 

Comment 
 

This is a remarkable section showing, in most cases, in tabulated form the name, rank and profession of the WM and the names of 
the Installing Master, Treasurer, Secretary and Tyler from the very start of the lodge and on for each individual year for 150 years 
and more. 

 
Bro Watson dwells at some length to show that the Moderns had proper forms of installing their Masters. 

 
He fully quotes Bro George Garbutt's (author of the 1819 History of Sunderland) assessment of the beneficial effect of John Biss’s 
20-year mastership of the Lodge.  

 
Every unusual event, coincidence, every twist and turn during this long period is examined and faithfully recorded and gives us an 
unusual insight of the social and professional mix in the lodge from the time prior to the Anglo/French wars through to and  
beyond the Victorian era. 

 
NB 
The images of the Worshipful Masters have been taken from their original locations as the author feels that they serve a better 
purpose here. 

 

                          
                                                                                                                                                 Biss                          Scarth                        Hardy 
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The images shown below are derived from another section of the Book 
and show each WM (where images are available) only on the first occasion 

that he occupied that office. 
 

Biss (1765-1784) 
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Scarth  

 
He only served 1 year ‘officially’ 
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Hardy  
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Sharp 
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                                                                                                                                             Spoors         Williamson         Husdell            Davison        

          
 
 
 

Smith                White               Scott            Crosby            Ranson             Crawford            Saville        Wilkinson           Brooks          Johnson 
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Levy             Evans           Hanson               Hamilton        Fairclough      Doxford           Jopling            Stainsby                  Lord                 Skelton            Clay     
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          Humphrey        Austin            Younger             Currie            Twizell          T Sharp        T M Watson    G C Watson          Leech          McNamara         Moor               Pattison 
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Singleton          Wake         Marshall          Cutter        E G Watson       Birch            Grundy        Redhead                

                                                   

 
                                                                                                        Lee             T Robinson     W J Robinson   Render        McMillan              Tait                  James 
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                                                                                                                                 Foster            Speight            J Hall                J A Hall 
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__________________________ 
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                                                      The images of the W Ms depicted on pages 356 to 366 were extracted from pages similarly                                                                   
designed as above. 
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Some Joining Members 
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