Scarth’s Bye Laws

BRO MICHAEL SCARTH

On 13th October 1791 Mr Michael Scarth, a candidate for Freemasonry, was Initiated, Passed and
Raised into Sea Captains Lodge No 144 in the King’s Head Hotel, High Street, Sunderland near the
Sea. The publican Hays being his proposer and Rowland Burdon was Master.

“"As soon as he was elected to an office, he resolved to use his influence and exertions,
to raise the lodge to its former level.

He commenced by improving the rules and by-laws of the society, for which purpose,
he visited the different lodges in the neighbourhood; consulted their various
regulations, and from them, compiled and composed a code, adapted to secure every
fraternal and scientific purpose of the institution”.

From the original pages 1, 2, 3,4,5,7,8,10 of the Minute Book 1791 to 1794 Bro
Scarth'’s first steps to achieve his aims for the
improvement of the lodge are clearly shown.

Page 1
Rowland Burdon Master Elect




Scarth now to be Treasurer only 2 months after initiation proposes that a committee of 5 be formed to examine Bye Laws,
Accounts etc.
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Bro Wright, Lecturer







Page 4
Bro Scarth reports that the present Bye Laws are insufficient and puts forward proposals







Page 7
New Bye Laws put forward and agreed - to be confirmed at February meeting




Page 8
Bye Laws confirmed and binding on all members




Page 10
Bro Scarth presented a book containing the new Bye Laws, which all brethren present signed.
(Bro Thomas Jowsey was the Innkeeper where the lodge met at that time)

Bro MICHAEL SCARTH'S BY-LAWS (1792)

THE SEA CAPTAINS' LODGE
SUNDERLAND NEAR THE SEA































Last Page of By-Laws
N.B.These By-Laws were written by Bro Scarth and presented to his lodge in a well bound book.
They are still in immaculate condition due most certainly, in latter years to the devoted care of W Bro 'Jack' Thompson, PM,
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