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Najl-making was a new craft in the north-east in the
seventeenth century, and Crowley’s first problem was labour.
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It seems that his policy was to secure the services of a number

of foreign workers who would teach their skills to English
workmen. By 1688 there were over one hundred workers em-
ployed by Crowley in making nails in Sunderland, though
what proportion of these were foreign it is impossible now to
gauge. But the foreigners evoked hostility in the town, and by
1688 Crowley was obliged to seek protection for his interests
by petitioning the King. He claimed that George Harrison,
Will Harrowsmith and others had driven eight or ten of his
Liegeois workmen out of the country. The men from Licge,
‘employed by the Petitioner, have taught the English work-
men there to work better and swifter than formerly, and to
make such nailes as are used in Holland for Sheathing of
Shipps’. Crowley ‘humbly [prayed] that his workmen may
not be molested on account of their Religion or otherwise’.
The workmen were Catholic, and there may not have been

: T am indebted to Mr. W. Waples for this information concerning the factory at
Sunderland. His information came from conversations with John Meek, Esq., the
manager of the firm of Richardson and Westgarth’s which owned the freehold in the
1930s. According to this source, the statement that the building was constructed
originally by Ambrose Crowley is substantiated by the deeds, but unfortunately
these were destroyed in an air raid in World War I, so that the facts can no longer
be verified.
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