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xii INTRODUCTION

pliers of ironwares in the Midlands, and to enter industry on his
own account as a manufacturer of nails. About the year 1682, after
weighing up shrewdly all aspects of cost and location, he established
a nail factory at Sunderland. Here he soon ran into difficuldes, for
the foreign workers he introduced aroused local opposition on
religious grounds,® and in 1691 he decided to move the works to
the village of Winlaton, some fifteen miles away in the fork of the
valleys of the Tyne and the Derwent.

Crowley’s move to Winlaton marks the beginning of a rapid rise
in his fortune. Substantial regular contracts for the supply of nails
and other ironware to the Navy necessitated expansion of the factory.
The desire to secure independence of suppliers of rod iron—the raw
material of the hand nailer—and of steel, led to multiplication of
the processes carried on at his works. These, in turn, required
water-power to drive furnace bellows, forge hammers, slitting and
rolling mills, and new factories were accordingly built in the neigh-
bouring hamlets of Winlaton Mill (in the late 1690’s) and Swalwell
(in 1707), both of which drew their power from the water of the
River Derwent. Sir Ambrose died in 1713, and his now extensive
business was very ably carried on by his son John. After John
Crowley’s death, in 1728, at the early age of thirty-eight, the business
continued to thrive under the direction of John’s widow, Theodosia.
Theodosia’s widowhood lasted fifty-four years. During most of this
time® she directed what was claimed to be the largest ironworks in
Europe, managed the large landed estates which the wealth of her
husband and father-in-law had accumulated, successfully married off
her several daughters into the ranks of the aristocracy, and retained
a prominent place in the fashionable circles of Mayfair and Bath.

The business controlled by these members of the Crowley family
was a nation-wide organization. The factories, employing many
hundreds of workers from the early years of the eighteenth century,
were grouped in the County of Durham, south of the Tyne, some
three or four miles above Newecastle. The head office, principal
warchouse and family residence remained in London, firstly -in
Thames Street, and, after 1704, at Greenwich. Most of the goods
manufactured in the North were brought by sea to London or

9 The workers were Catholics from Liége, and the period—the reign of James II—
an unpropitious one for the introduction of non-Protestant lahour.

® Like their father, her two sons, Ambrose and John, died young. Ambrose,
coming of age in 1739, managed the business until his death in 1754. John enjoyed
his inheritance for only a year before dying in 1755,






